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fabrication of impostors, because that passage is
attested more distinctly and fully, Writers, however,
like Douglas, are constantly reminding us that we
need not receive the Ecclesiastical miracles, though we
receive those of the New Testament. But the question
is not whether we need not, but whether we ought not
- to receive the former, as weir as the latter; and if it
really is the case that we ought not, surely this, must
be in consequence of some positive reasons, not of a
mere inferiority in the evidence. It is plain, then, that
such reasoners, though they deny that an 'd priori
ground can be maintained in fact against the miracles
of Scripture, still at, least agree with Hume in thinking
such a ground does exist, and that it is conclusive
against ecclesiastical miracles even antecedent to the
evidence.

71. In the title of his Dissertation, Douglas pro-
mises us " a criterion by which the trite miracles re-
corded in the New Testament are distinguished from
the spurious miracles of the Pagans and Papists ;" yet,
when he proceeds to state in the body of the work the
real object to which he addresses himself, we find that
it relates .quite as much to the evidence for either class
of miracles as to the fact itself of their occurrence.
He says, that whereas " the accounts which have been
published to the world of miracles in general," are
concerned with events which are supernatural either
in themselves or under their circumstances, while the